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‘Anopen letter to UB students

Dear Students:

As the semester is quickly com-
ing to a close, I wanted to take a
moment to-provide our campus
community with an update regard-
ing activities related to the con-
tinuing, dialogues, programs, cut-
ricular discussions, and policy de-
velopment in response to the
' controversial student art project
from eatlier this semester.

: As 1 shared eatrlier, I have been
meeting with a group of student
leaders, including Student Associ-
ation President Minahil Khan and
Vice President Sean Kaczmarek,
Black Student Union President Mi-
cah Oliver, Vice President Deidree
Golboutne, and Secretary Tiffa-
ny Vera, People of Color Council
‘Cootdinator Jessica' Calderon, and
members of the Caribbean Stu-
dent Union, Aftican Student As-
‘soc1athn and Puerto Rican Ot-

ganization for Dignity, and Equal.

Rights (PODER) Latinos Unidos.
To date we have had three meet-

ings, and we hope ‘to meet again:

prior to the end of the semester.
We have had" several positive

outcomes as a result of ‘these con-

versations: " '

We have convened a students &

of color advisory committee

‘to the University Police De-

partment that has met month-
ly to sustain a dialogue between
campus ofﬁcers and students to

help eOsyre a safe and welcom-

ing campus environment for all
students. .
Vice Ptovost for Eqmty and

Inclusion: Ten Mﬂler, ‘in her'
role as UB’s chief diversity of-

ficer, has been engaging in con-
tinuing conversations with stu-

dents in resldence halls across

campus and has, to date, had
three meetings and dJalogues
with our students to ensure our
UB practices . and programs are
characterized by the falt, inclu-
sive, and equ.ltable treatment
of our diverse campus. popula-
tion. Vice Provost Miller is in
the process of convening a stu-
dent equity and inclusion advi-
sory committee.

Across the university, we. con-
_tinue to- explore new curricu-

lar approaches to issues of race,
ethmc1ty,_ and cultural difference

as part of the new General Ed-.

ucation program, as well as the

-development of new programs

and lectures for next semester

and beyond
And we have been having ro-
bust _convetsations regardmg

student art projects, operating
procedures, and policy develop-

ment. Toward that end, I ‘have

charged the Dean of the Col:

_lege of Arts & Sciences to as-
“semble a committee compnsed

of ‘members of the university

community to develop policy re-
~garding the installation of stu-

dent art projects in university
public spaces. With this charge,
I have stated that it is imperative

" that ‘'we strike the appropriate
balance between academic free- -

dom and inclusivity.

While the university committee

is developing a policy, I have estab-
lished ah interim operating proce-
dure for the installation of student

art projects in public spaces on .

campus. This interim procedure
will require that student art proj-
ects exhibited outside of the Cen-
tet for the Arts must be accompa-
nied by a dotation. or explanatory
identifier. Consistent with cuttent

“university policy, placement of art

projects in common areas must
be reviewed by the Environment,
Health and Safety Deﬂattment for

phy31ca1 safety and secunty issues.
It is important to note under this
policy, only physical elements and
placement of an art project may
be reviewed for safety and secuti-

‘ty purposes. The content of stu-

dent art. projects, which is expres-
sion that enjoys'the protection of
the, First Amendment, may not be

.reviewed as part of this process.

Together with the. collaborative
effotts of our student leadership,
our faculty, and university adminis-

tration, I believe that these convetsa-

_tions, procedures, cutticulat discus-

sions, and policies.ate a]lowmg us'to
balance freedom of exptession with
the need to foster a welcoming and
inclusive educanonal _environment
that is necessatry for leatning.

T want to thank our students,

-once again, for your leadership and
pattnership in' helping to create

meaningful institutional change for
the betterment of our university. -
And to all of our students, best
wishes as you complete your final
examinations, and warm wishes

- for the happiest of holidays.

Sincerely,
Satish K. Tripathi
President



